
 

 

May/June 2010 

FROM THE DIRECTOR  
 

So you did notice a change in the newsletter format.  Our editor, Charlie Hurd, is recuperating from 
surgery and is unable to perform his usual job of putting together our news. For the time being this will be the 
format that we will use. We all wish Charlie a speedy recovery and hope to see him back at the Museum soon. 

 
Just as we do this time every year, we are preparing for another summer season with hopes of 

increasing our gift shop sales and continuing to provide visitors with an enjoyable and educational experience. 
In anticipation of good weather and early visitors, we have already re-stocked much of the gift shop with some 
very nice and affordable items. Please come by and shop when the occasion arises. 

 
Members of the Museum Management Committee are actively involved in putting together our next 

set of exhibits. Our goal is to completely change out the antique section of the main gallery, the contemporary 
section and all of the artwork throughout the Museum by the end of May. As the newsletter goes to print, 
local decoy collector, Mark Cromwell has agreed to loan us several pieces from his collection to exhibit 
through the middle of next year.  We will be fortunate to once again feature vintage decoys from the local 
area. Our mission of perpetuating and preserving the wildfowling history of the area has been an ongoing 
effort since the Guild was established and still remains our primary focus. With the assistance of many of the 
local decoy collectors, carvers, artists and historians we have been successful in accomplishing this objective. 
Once the exhibits are in place I invite everyone to come by and see what a great place we have.  

 
I’d like to extend a special thanks to Kroghie Andresen, Larry Lambert, Al Brandtner and Tom Perry for 

loaning us pieces from their personal collections. Their contributions enabled us to present a first class exhibit 
over the past year.  

 
The Cottage was once again featured in the Virginia Historic Garden Week April 21st . The garden is not 

yet at its peak, but the City’s Landscape Services Department did a nice job of planting flowers and sprucing up 
the areas throughout the garden. 

 
The Museum is scheduled for a complete “facelift”. The City is making needed repairs outside in 

preparation to paint the building from top to bottom. So with good luck and good weather, the building 
should  look like “the gem of the oceanfront”we have all come to appreciate. 

 
The Suffolk Center for Cultural Arts and the Suffolk Museum in partnership with the National Audubon 

Society are presenting “Prints of Works by John Audubon”. Additionally, the decoy collection of Tommy 
O’Connor III and paintings by Paul Fisher are also on display. The exhibit began April 16th and runs through 
May 22, 2010. Tommy and Paul are Guild members and both have exhibited at our Museum in the past. For 
more information about this exhibit call 757 923 0003 or visit their website www.suffolkcenter.org. 

 
         Tom 
 
 
 

The Wildfowler 

http://www.suffolkcenter.org/


 

GUILD HAPPENINGS 
 
 Last month’s guest speaker at the general Guild meeting was Lillie Gilbert. Lillie 
is the owner of Wild River Outfitters and actively involved in environmental affairs 
throughout the area. Her presentation was on President Grover Cleveland and his 
fondness for outdoor activities, especially hunting and fishing. It was a very 
informative presentation that included several photos of Cleveland hunting at Back 
Bay, reportedly one of his favorite places to hunt.  
 
 Sharon Meade will be the featured speaker for the May 3rd Guild meeting (as noted in the calendar). 
Don’t forget additional parking is available at the Raven Restaurant and the Newcastle Hotel. It is always 
advisable to inform the restaurant or hotel staff that you are attending a Museum function. 
 
 Auction plans are underway for our 3rd Annual de Witt Cottage Auction. Ali Smith will be this year’s 
chairperson. October 23, 2010 is this year’s date and the FOP Hall on South Birdneck Road will the site. Watch 
the newsletter and website for future details. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 The Guild dinner April 19th at the New Moon Café was a real success. The restaurant is owned by Guild 
member, Fletcher Bryant, who graciously offered his facility to host this dinner. We had 52 members in 
attendance and enjoyed the comaraderie as seen in the picture above. The food was delicious and we were 
able to raise funds for the Museum. Thanks to Jamie Champe, Kelly Bridgman, C.J. Burns, Roy Carlson and 
Gentry Childress for providing the raffle baskets and thanks to all who bought raffle tickets. Treasurer C. J. 
Burns will have the financial results of the dinner by the next general Guild meeting. 
 
 

 



DONATIONS 
 

William S. Johnson Memorial Plaque   General Museum Operations 
 
Janice Johnson & family     John & Ola Krueger Fund 
Gentry & Marian Childress     Gentry Childress 
Tommy O’Connor III      Johnny Johnson 
Al & Rita Brandtner      Ira Abbott 
Roy & Vivian Phelps      William Evans (in honor of Gary Holt) 
Joe Lovering       Pat & Betsy Cameron 
C.J. & Carolyn Burns      W. Bogart Holland 
Jamie & Sandi Champe     Al Brandtner 
Ken & Nancy Wilson      Charlie Seidel 
Bud & Julie Coppedge      Hank & Donna Grigolite  
Roy Seward       Bill & Alice Walsh (in memory of George E. Hogan, Jr.) 

 

 

NEW MEMBER 
 
R. Harold Jones (Virginia Beach) 

 
 

BIRDING NEWS 
 
 The 2010 Great Dismal Swamp Birding Festival will be held Thursday, May 6th through Saturday, May 
8th. All activities and events are free and open to the public. Bus tours, guided walks and workshops require 
reservations as space is limited. Call 757 986 3705 for reservations. The schedule of events is available at:  
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/greatdismalswamp/current_events.html 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

April 30 – May 2 
29th Annual Havre de Grace Decoy & Wildlife 
Festival 
May 3  
General Guild meeting, 6pm social, 7pm 
meeting/program, AWHM 
Speaker: Sharon Meade, NC Wildlife Recourses Comm. at the 

Outer Banks Center for Wildlife Education 

May 10 
Board of Directors meeting, 7pm, AWHM 
June 7 
General Guild meeting, 6pm social, 7pm 
meeting/program, AWHM Speaker: Wayne Jarman of 
Ducks Unlimited 

 

June 8 
Bus tour, 45 persons, AWHM 
June 14 
Board of Directors meeting, 7pm, AWHM 
June 22 
Museum Management Committee meeting, 
1:30pm, AWHM 
June 26 
25th Annual Flyway Feast, Back Bay Restoration 
Foundation 
 

Published by the Atlantic Wildfowl Heritage Museum at the de Witt Cottage 
1113 Atlantic Avenue, Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

757 437 8432   ~ atlanticwildfowl@rcn.com    ~   WWW.AWHM.ORG 
Under the auspices of:  The Back Bay Wildfowl Guild, Inc. (a not for profit organization) 

 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/greatdismalswamp/current_events.html
mailto:atlanticwildfowl@rcn.com
http://www.awhm.org/

